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hospital assessments, the absolute values of blood flow are not of primary interest, but the relative
change in perfusion using both relative and absolute values may be more appropriate than solely
using absolute values \[[@CR27]\]. An alternative explanation for our findings could be that lower

jugular venous saturation levels may reflect a state of cardiovascular instability \[[@CR12],
[@CR14]\]. However, we used a minimal arterial blood pressure threshold for enrollment to ensure
safety of the infant, and we did not observe any difference in the characteristics of the groups that

did or did not meet the criteria. Therefore, as an alternative to this explanation, it is possible that low
jugular venous saturation levels reflect increased sensitivity to hypoxia \[[@CR28
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